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at    this    time,    but   please    tell    her    when    1   am   able    to    find    out
somethíng   l   wíll   write.   We  were  very   glad   to  hear   that   Mr.   Hoover
came   safely   homë,    and   that    he   remem.bered   we   had   given   him   some
food.    I   shouH   like   very   much   to   give   him   a   place   to   sleep,    but
that   was    impGssible.    The   Germans    followed    close   upon   his    heels.
They  passed   our   house  when   he  was   there.   We   felt   sorry   it   was   not
dark   yet    in   case   we   had   found   a  place   for   him   and   we   had   hídden
hiiTi.    I    should    like    very   much    to    hear    from   Mr.    Hoover    himself .
Please  ask  Mrs.   Griffith   for  his   address.   I   should  be   glad  1   shaH
write   tci   him   as    soon   as    1   know   it.    You   wrote   that   Mrs.    Griffith
wiH   send   something  to   us  which  we  need,   but  please   teH  her   1   did
it   for   love,   and   nQt  because  we  expected  you  or  Mr.   Hoover   to  make
it    good.     I    didn't    even    think    about    that.     We    have    received    a
document   of   the  American   Gc>v't   fcff   the   service  we   rendered   to   the
Amerícan   pilots.    I   should   líke   very  much   to   receive   Mr.    Hoover's`address,   and  give   our  best   regards   to  Mrs.   Griff ith.

Mrs.   den   Engeisman
8    140   Kwakkel
Zaamslag  Teeland,   Holland

This   is   a   translaticm   sent   by   the  Chief  of   Pcticü  at   Zaamslag:
Dear   Mrs.    Van   SQmeren,

Ycni  have  heard   by  a   letter   you   received   from  Mr.   and  Mrs.   den
Engelsman   that   1   shcmH   try    to   make   inquiries   about   the   missing
rjílot    Griff ith.     I    have   made    inquiries    of    many    people.     It    has
happened  as   follows:

That.   day   that   the  plane   was   shot   down,   f ive  men   came   down   out
of   the   plane.    One   was   Hoover.    He   has   been    in    the   house   of    den
Engelsm_an   a    few   hours    and   went    further+    The    followíng   night    he
slept   in   the  barn  of  a   farmer,   but   the  farmer  dídn't  know  that   and
the   followíng  morning  he  went   farther  wíthout   the   farmer  had   seen'him  himself .    The   servant   had   told   him   that    later   c>n.    Not   Mr.    den
Engelsman   nor    the    farmer    know   Mr.     Hoover's   address.     Two    other
people  were   taken  prisoner   by   the   Germans.   Änother  pilot   came   ín
the  Schelde,   ancl  was  picked  up  by  a  boat.   The  fífth  pilot   came  also
in   the   Schelde,   but   he  was   so   close   tQ   the   bank  of   the   river   that
he   got    the    chance   to    c;ome   ashore.    He   was   shot    by   a   mean    German
before  he  could  quite  reach  the  bank.   The  dead  pilot  was  after  that
rËmoved    by    a    farmaer    to    Zaamslag.    He   dídn't    know    i£    it    was    a
private  or  an  officer  or  a  Sergeant,   he  knew  nothing  about  American
mílítar-y  ranks.    This   farmer   has   ex-plained   to  me   that   this   boy   he
had    rsm.c>ved    was    not    a    tall    man    and    rather    corpulant.     In     the
vic:iníty  where   the   dead   body   of   this   pilot   was   brought   tö   someone
told   me   the   body   of   this   dead   soldier   was   probably   brought   frc>m
Zaamslag-to   Blessenge.    I   am  very   scjrry   1   can't   teil    you   anything
else+

Chief   of   Police   of   Zaamslag
Bill   Barerdse

Thj.s  c:c}ncludes   t.he   reports  on   the   investigation  of  Griff .    FrQrii
what  we   knewí   and   the  reports,   Griff  was   the  boy   shot   in   the  water
and.  c;arri{?d  away  by   the   farmer.   HÖwever   there  were  man¥  planes   shot
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ií{-jï¢m   t.nat,   da¥.      See   c:opy  cif   ne-ws   Ëtory.      Dorís   saved   this   cJlippíng,
as   she   ki-iew   that   1   would   have   b.een   on   that   raid.      For   some   reascm
it   was   the   c]nly   clíppíng   she   ever   saved.

P&trick  H-enry,    the   ball-turret   günner   and   the   old  man   of   the
c:rew  had   been   killed   ín   hís    turret.,    so   went   d{3wn   with   the   plane.
Jcines    the.   t.ail~gunner   wa.s   badl¥   wctunded    in   one    leg.    He   had    kept
fíríng   until   his    twín   .50's   were   hit   by   a   GannQn   frc!Ín   cme   cif    the
f íghte2ís   a`nd   b.l.ow-n   cc3mpletely   out   c3f   his  'nands   and  also   out   cif   the
f±irplíine.    The   ether   gunners   were   woi.mded   to   sQme   extent   but    the
pi|€jt.   aniïï   goi3ilGt   were   urrinjured.

While    1    was     ín    thë    Engelsman    house,     a    young    man    burst     in
talking   excitedl¥.        I    gue.ssed    that   some   Germans    were   coming    so
s]`ipped   out   the   baGk   door   and   toQk   off   down   a   carial   again.       If   1
had   of   been   clificovered   ín   the   housef    the   Germans   wctuld   have   shot
ths   er'itíre   famil¥   on    t.he   spot    `for   helpíng   iï`e.       I   waded   down   the
Í_ianaj    ut-itíl    a].most   2300   hc!urs    [11   o'clockL,    and   knowing   that    this
was  curfew   time,   I   sïiouid  hole   up  somewhere.      I   stepped  out   onto   a
road    aï`üi+    fQun_d   m-y-self    ín    sort    of    a   village    §quare.        Groups    of
pec>ple   wer.e   sítting   or   standing   arourid,    not   so   clGse   that    l   was
nQtiGed  by   all   c>f    them,    but   sc}më   did   loc3k   up   at   rrie   as   1   passed.      Ä
few mínutes  out  of   the  víilage  1  could  hear  wooden  shoes  overtaking
me   sc>   I   sterjped   through   a   hedge   g-rowing   aiongsíde   the   rciad.      Two
young  men   came   by   waiking   fast   and   apparently    lookíng   for   rne.      I
stepped   baGk   into   the   rciad   and   called   to   them.      They-   ímmediately
came   back   and   started   talkíng  and   mGtioníng  with   theír   arms.         I
thought   they   were    tr¥irig   to    tell   me   to    gc>   tc!   a    larg.e   barn    that
cGula  be   seen   about   a  half   a  mile  away.      They  would  go   around   the
roaíi   and.   jQin  }Ïie   later.      ¥he   underground   at   last   l   thought.      Upon
arríving  at   the  barní    l   found   t.hat   several   huge  woï-k   horses   were
bedded   ín   the   gtaïls.    I   started  wa`ítirig   for   something   tc>   develop
and  the   yoüng  men   tc>  appear.   It   began  to   get  cold   so  seeing  a  well
d`ressed   sc:are-c;row   a   short   distanc3e   fï-om   the   barn,   I   slípped   out
a`ní]  bcirrowed  his   old  shabby  süít-c*3at   cQvered  with  bird  droppings.
He    evid.ent.l¥   wasn't    Lic>ing   a   ver¥    good    job.        It    felt    real    good
though.      Äfter   waíting   and   wati=hing   for   a`±!out   two   hours   1   thc)ught
tïmt   1  miúst   iiave  rnisunderst.c>!:>d.   the   ttáío   ¥oung   fellow-s   about  where   I
was    su_pposed    to    gQ.    By   nQw    ít.   was    pretty    c;hilly    so    l    lay    down
beitïA;reeri    twc}    big    g-ra¥   horses,     sauing    a    silent    pra'yeï`    that     the¥
wc}uidn't   roll   over  on  me  arHï  mash  me   like  a   bug.   Soon   their  warmth
m_ade  ÏÏ`e  so  comfortable  that   1  dropped  off   to  sleep.   It  was  a   rather
f itful   slumber   bec;ause   every   tíme     Qne   of   my   bed-fellows  moved,   I
was   awake   and   read¥   to   jump   clear.   Abc3ut   day-Iight   they   stri_ig`gled
to   their    feet   so    l    arQse   with   them.    R.emembering   an   S-2    lecture
c;9nc;erning   the   Lmderground   in   cjccupíed   countries,    Ï   recallec3,   the
advice   to   stay   clear   of   prospeï-cjus   iookíng   fa`rms,    as   very   often
t.he¥  we.re  cctlla.berator£j   wíth  the   Germans,   an.d  were   allowed  to   keep
theír   livestijck.   This   ctaf inetely  was   a   prospet-ous   appË!aring   farm.
Äbout.   eight   bíg  gra¥   -w€jrk  horses   he-Í`e   i-n   the  barn,    and   1   co-Li.ld   see
Ïïèani7  Holstein   c`:cÏws   íri   a  pasture   outsíde.   I   started   f!3r   the  äcior   to
g.Ët   awa_y    frí3m   7neï.-er    when   E;uddenl¥   a   man   appeared   ín    the   door   Wa¥
!stit;ri  a  fairkfi`i.i   fjf  ha¥.     He   dropped   the  hay  and  shook   the  pítc;h   fork
iri   a   threaíteni_rig-mann£ï-+      Ï   had   eaten   g,Gme  inore   B;3nni£  pílls   síJ  wa.s
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_`.._    .`_`=.H"    Ïm    pain+         I    mumbled    Gciod    Morning    and

walked    past    him     being    c:areful     to     stay    out    cif     reach    of     the
pitchfork.   He   just   stared   at   me   and   let   me   gc>.       I   started   to   go
around  the  cf.irner  c!f  a  shed  and  couH  see  a  German  staf f  Gar  parked
in   frQnt   of   the   house.       Ä   blac:k   uniformed   SS   troQper   was   at    the
door   talking   to   a   man   1   think   was   the   farmer.       I   quickly   ducked
back   and   keeping   the   shed   between  myself   and   the  house   1   ran   into
a  ditch  with  tall  weeds  growing  on   the  banks.     I  followed  the  ditch
until   it   turned  the  wrong  way  and  just   lay  there  until   the  car  sped
by  me  on   down   the   road.        I   thought   it   safe   tQ   use   the   road   again
so   1  moved  very  cautiously  down   the   road   until   1   seen   some  people
in   the  distance.      I  moved   into  a  hay   f ield  and   found   that   the  hay
c;ock,s  were  made   "   there  was   an   opening   in   the  center.      Poles   had
been  tied  together   like  a  teepee,   then  the  hay  stacked  against   them
leaving  a  ni#  hide-out  in  the  center.     I  thought  1  could  stay  here
until   there  was  only  one  or  two  men   j.n  sight,   then  make  my  presence
knc}wn.      Ihere  were  many  people   using   the   road   now,   walking  and   on
bicycles   evidenth   going   to   wc}rk.      A11   of   the  men   1   had   seen   were
wearing  wooden   shoes   of   course  and  baggy  pants.   Most   of   them  also
had  on   a  light   jacket   or  an  old   suit  coat.      I   knew   that  1  woum  be
very  conspicuous  with  my  leather   shoes  and  bird   spattered  coat   but
thought   that    1   must    be   moving   to   keep   out   of    the   ever   widening
areas   that   the  Germans   wouH  be   searching.      I   waited  until   no  one
w*   in   sight   then   took   to   the   road   again,    taking   evasíve   action
when   necessary   to   remain   unseen.    While   in   hiding,    two   young   men
walked   by.        I    stood   up    and   called    to    them.        They    imediately
ushered  me  into  c}ne  of   the  nearby  hay-cocks.     Talking  and  gestering
they  were   trying   to   teH   me   something   which   1   didH   understand.
rhey   g-ave   me   part    of    their    }i]nr.hn~      --       '.     -        -

loaf   of   French   bread
to  replace   the  stale

one   took   off   his   c>1d
ghly     to     remove     any

1ight    hea.ded    and    feeling   no
_7-'   1'._  J

They   g-ave   me  part   of   their   lunches,   a   smaH_         _       _`.,ú+     „C;    i3Ulllt3Lrllng    wnich

and  abcti   two  quart   of   cold   tea.      I   was   glad
water   in   my  rubber  water   bag  with   the   tea.
suit     cc}at     and     after     searching     it     thorou
identification  that   it  might  contain,   placed
laughing   abc}ut    mv   c:r.aï`Ó-~--t,    -~-1        ---laughing  abcti   my   scare-crow   coat.    Smiling  and   patting  me   c)n   the_   _  .   [...tí.ti   üijtiiciin,   piaced   it   over  my   shoulders,

shoulders   they   lef t  me.      I   was   sure   they  meant   for  me   to   stay  put
and  perhaps   they  wouH  return   for  me  after  dark.      I   lay  there   for
awhile  pondering  what   to  do.      I   was   sure   if   a  German   search  party
came   along   they  would   check   out   the  hay-cocks   and   1   wouH   be  had.
Also   thinking  about   the  night   before  when   1   had  misunderstood   the
gestures,   I   thought   it   best   to  keep  moving.      S-2   had   tom  us   that
the    Germans    wouH    start     searching    where     they    discovered     the
parachuteí   etL    in   an   ever  widening   circle   each   day   for   three   or
four  days  before   they  would  give  up.      The  best   strategy   if  a  real
good  hiding  place  couH   be   found   was   to   lay   lm   until   the   search

3ä|:±i?|:+h?g   p??5fï   py|a-nd   had   given   up   the   iní+ia'    eaa_-L           rn,___   _j    u...u   [iQu   !jiven   up   the   initial    search    .      Then
ing  and  hope   to  make   contact   with   the   undergrQund.

so   far   1   thought   was   that   1   was   staying  ahead   of
This     WaF:     +nn     ri~ir,,    _     .___

`_`_     ~í.u.    +    waÈ>    sLaying   anead    ofiers.      This   was   too   £isky   a   procedure   to   last   very   lcmg
t}B   help  of   the   underground  workers.      I   finally  dec:ided
the  suit  coat,   except  for  my  leather  shoes,   I  w"H  blend
anotheï`  Diitch  wGrker.     I,eaving  my   sanctuary,   I   follrlwed
t{3   a   well    traveled   road   and   walked   alc>ng   with   the   foot

come   out   c}f   hid.
What   1   had   done
the  searchers.
whith   Llut
that   wit.h
in  as  just
the   traíl
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tr±~if f ic..    avciiding    to    l{3ok    3t    a`riyone.   and    ht?ping    that    no    one    was
]{)íjkíïF`Ï  at.   me.      I   feH   better   ahoüt  my   leather  shoes   nowf   as   a   few
other  ff!Ën  w£re   wëarírïg   leather   ghoes  also.      Nijt   brQwn  oxfords   w`ith
bii.c:kk*   but   leat,her   shoes   c3r   boots.      I   had   seen   no   Germans   up   tQ
t,`his   rjr+ín.t,    and   thcjught    ít   was   prGbabB   too   ea_rly   for    them   to   b£
abcmt.     As   1   was   going  through   a  .5mau   towïl.  and   cro.sËing   sort  of   a
sqüaTe+   suddenly  from  aroünd  a   c5orner  came   a  whoie   platoc>n  of   them.
cin  bícycles.     Maybe   twenty  or   thirty  of   them  in   green  uniforms   and
and   about    an    equal    riu}i.`ber    Qf   big   German    Shepherd   dogs    trailing
them.      I  moved  back   irm   the   crowd   so  m-y   feet   wouldïft   be   exposed
arid   tried   to   act    like   a   Dutchman.      Mo§t   of   them   had   stQpped   and
were  watc:hing  the  Germans  as   they  pedaled  by.     A  shc>rt  dístance  aut
of    town   a   bic¥cle   pullíng   a   smaH    cart   wi.th   mílk   cans   pulled   up
besíde  me.      Th_e   elderB  man   said   something   about   Yank   so   1   nodded
ye*     We  traveled  aboídt  a  'nundred  yards  and  he  pulled  off   toward  an
old   shed. .   Taking  nF`,e   ínside   he  made   me   to   understand   that   1   was   to
stay  there.     He  had  a   spoc>ky   look  about   him  and   1  didH   feel   that
1   shoiï#   trust  him.   He   went   bac!k   the  w-a¥   we   had  came   so  as   soc!n   as
he  was   c!ut  Qf   sight   l   tocjk  off   in  the   opposíte  direGtíon.      Looking
ba_ck   1   know  what   l   should   have   d.one  was   to   híde   out   where   l   cc`iulä
kee±q   the   shed  under   observation  and   see   if   he   ret,urned   with   sQme
Gejrmar!  buddíes  or  wit.'_n  other  Dutchman.     I   traveled  again  but   rather
slowl¥  as   1  was  mavíng  and  -riídíng.   I  must  b.ave  c;c>vered   two   c>r   three
miles    when   an    elderly   gentleman    slowed   down    and    allowed   me    to
ovërtake  hím.   He  slyB  looked  me  üver  and  díd  a  doubk  take  when  he
saw  iiiy   oxfQrds.      flgaín,    I   heard   the   word   "YankL    so   1   nodded   ¥es.
HË   c"m   speak   a   few  words   of   English   so  he   saíd   to   follow  hím  at_.-L            c'i`in~aec=            T     t.houGht,     I!m   Orla    iew    wU£lls3    UL     ü.át3...è.    ~_     _

he  wo\iH  heip  me  iiut.     Success   ,   I   thought,   "  on
Afteï`   about   an   hQur   we   c:ame   to   a   large   canal   with
big  rjüiiding   seemed  tG   be  a   sort  of   warehouse  where
lrjaded   and   unloa.ded.       He   waiked   to   a   bc¥   whD   had11____1      _      €^,,    miy`ïi+Öci.      Ï}a

a   distance   and
m¥   wa¥   home.
man¥   bc>ats.      A
the    boats    were    lrjacieci    ciiiu    uiiluc2.u€ju.        .._    ..__
just   f ínisheíí   loading  a  wagor,  c>f  wheat  and  talked  a  few  mínutes.   He
trjld   me    to   get    rjr`.    the   wagon    and   said    "Goc>d   Luck".        ThË!n   he    was

The   bo¥   c;ould   speak   a   líttle   English  and   said   there  were  many
9One .

í=9rmans  here   and   it   was  very   dangerous   to  be  sËen  with.  me.   I   cc}uH
see    that    1   was    an   -ï]nwel{=ome   guestr     so   kept    quit.       We   saw   a    few
t:iermans  on  bicycles,   but,  as   there  were  man¥  wagons   moving  the   same
as   `.m   1   dídnï   thiï-ik   it   to   be   alarmirig.      La¥íng  on   the   sof t   sacks
of   grain   in   the  warm  5unshine,   I  wa§   lulled   to   sleep   by   the   clip-
cloppíng  of   the  hc>rses  hoofs  c>n  the  pavement.     It  was  afternoon  and
after   about    four   hours,    the   b{=]y   awoke  rïie.      We   weiB   approac;híng   a
sí2fibk   lc}okírffi   t{3wn   so  he   tQld  me   to   take  a   ËsmaH   ri3ad   to   thtË   left
whílë  'ïi_e  c-rGË;sed   a  brídge   and  crjntinued   toward  the   towri.      Thankïng
him   fcï   the  Ï`ídë,    Ï   start-ed   wa.1kini]-agaín.      Äfter   a_   few  miriut£s   my
bat=k   Tüag   hu..Ttíng   €äQ   baci_   that    1   had   to    3_a¥  dc3wïÏ    Ë;cj   gctíi"   ínto   sc)me
tius=ries,    ï   tiJcjk   sc!me   pi]lL5   ancl   gtretGhëd   cjut.      After   a'vtí3Ïiik   l   fM
better   g#   staï-tecï   Thík.íim   a^gaín,    fc3llowing   trairi   whën   1   coul`á   and
.3voi,.fïip={=í   ïïi3t=.ple,        I    ha!Ë    been   ff_`,llc]t*ïing   iTï¥   c,c.mrjass    headíng    prëtty
ifiüeH    sÚ   ÉeU=   th.at   1   mu5t.   be   €ïuite   a`   ä.ístance   fram   the   coast   whrjre
jiii`is+     c)f     t.:r*í-     Gerir,#i5    wer[.     :-átatii=ïne€1+          ï.    LTnouH    be     nearing     the
EíÏILt±Tiari   br.3=ríJ£=.r    thcïüg'fi   aní+-ïí    there   wci'Lï.lÈá   :rje   a   hea`v¥   r±"jaïd    theïffi    thä.t
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I   mus+.   avoid.      Finally   after   dark   1   was   weli   past   the   tc!wn   and  my
back  was   hurting  so  badiy  that   when  1   seen  a   f ield   of  hay-cocks,   I
thr.ught   1   should   rest   scime  more.      The  Bennies   didn't   seem   to   have
tc,o   much   effect   c}n   the   pain   now,    so   1   started   to   rëalize   that.   I
wasn't  going  to  walk  much  further.     I  was  getting  depressed  and  the
situation  began   t.o   look  hcipeless   for  the  f irst   time.     I   spent   a  bad
night   in  a  hay-cc>ck   there,   hurting,   cold  and  hungry.     The  pain  kept
me   aiwake  möst   of   the   night.      I   was   up  walking   again   at   day-break
and  while   followíng  a   trail,   a   boy   on  a   bike  passed  me.     He   looked
back  an_d   stopped,   waiting   for  me   tc]   catch  up+     When   1  did,   he   drew
a   German    swastika    in    the   dirt    and   pointed    at    the    town    in    the
distance.       Noticeing   me   eyeing   the   cigarette   .ne   was   smoking,    he
f ished  in   his  poGket   and  hande.d  me  his   pa€kage  with   four  cigs   lef t
in   ít.       With   a    "V"    for   Victory   sign,    he   too.k   off   d{.wn   the   path.
ïw'ell,   here  was   anQther   large   town   to   avoid,   so   1   chose   the   trails
that   wQuld   skirt   the   edg-e   of   it.

I   toök   the   last   of   my  precious   Bennies   that   morning.      Walkíng
a`nd  resting  until  about  mid  afternoon  ít  started  to  rain.     I  saw  an
c>ld  empty  shed  along  the   road  so  went   in   it   to  get  c]ut  of   the   rain.
I   noticed   that   1   was    in   an   onícjn   f ield.    I   had   eaten   Qnions   once
before   when    1   was   very   hungry   and   fc>und    them   quíte    f illing.       I
quic!kly   gathered   about    a   dozen   and   returned    to    the   shed    for   my
c}nic>n   feast.     My  back  was  hurting  badly  and  1  was  a   little  dizzy   so
thc>ught  maybe   some   food  would  pull  me   out  of   ít.     A  few  people   went
by  but   1  decided  not   to  deliberately  contact   them  anymore.     I   felt
that   1  had  made   enough   cont.-acts   and  received  no   real   help,   so   l'd
make   it   on   my   Qwn.    It   stopped   rainíng   about   4   o'clock   and   1   saw
many  German  patrols   returning   to   town.      They  were   in   pairs   wíth   a
shepherd  dog   trailing   them.     When   the  road  was   deserted  as   far   as
1  could   see,   I   started  walking  again.     After   about  a  mile  or   two   1
felt   as   if   1   was   going   to  pass   out,   so   seeing  a   small   shed   like  a
scale   house   back   of f    the   road   a   short   dístance,    I    sat   down   and
leaned  my  back   against   it.      It   couidn't   have  been   the  onions   that
made  me  sick  as  my  stomach  felt   fine.     Just  my  back  and  head  wasn't
ríght.     I  must   have  passed  out  fcir  a  while,   because  suddenly   there
were   t.wc]   Germ.an    soldí€3rs   and   their    dog   approaching   about    thirty
feet  away.     I   tried   to  get  up  but  my   legs  wöuldn't  move  and  my  arms
felt   numb.        I   manacj.ed    tc>    nod   at    them   when    th§y    spoke    and    they
pedalecï   c}n    by.        The    dog    stayed    though    just    looking    at   me    and
sniff ing.      They  pedaied   abQut   fifty  yards   before  missing   the  dog,
they  stopped   and  cailed   to  him  and  one  of   them  carne   back.     Getting
Üff  his   bike  he   said  sc3met`ning   to  me,   probably   telling  rrie   tc)   stand
uij.      All   1   could   do  was   look   at   hím  and  mumble.      Waiking  up   to  me,
he   shoute€1   and   when   1   did   not..hing-,    he   bashed   me   al{jngside   my   head
with   his   ríflg   butt.      I   fell   over   on  my   side   and   1   gues§   my  white
i:ilastici   ï.i-:Jg-tag  c;h_aip.   w.as   showíng.      Änyway  rie   quickly  reached   dQwn-`.md   flipË=ied   my   dog-tags   c*.ït.       He    started   shLiuting   "rQnmy   Toïïmy".,
t`hinkín[]  he  had   jij.st  captured  an  Eriglish  flyer.     Trying  to  shake  my
head    noí     I    §aid    "Ya`nkee"f     not    wanting    tQ    be    an    Engiishman    any
lcin£JËï.`   t'nan   1   hacl   to.

They  held  a   confere.nce  after   decidíng  that   1   couldn't  move   and
€3ne   tr_ic>k   cïf f   tcjward   towri.      Thg   cither   one   that   had   tried   to   knc>c:k   Ïïiv
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head   off    took   out    a   f irst    aid   kit    and   dressed    the   wound..    Then
straighteníng  me  out  he  put  his   rolled  up   slícker  under  my  head   to
make  me  more   c:omfortable.     These  soldíers  belonged   to  the  Wermac;ht
or   grGund   army.      I,ucky   fc>r   me,    the¥  weren't   the   SS.

After  about  an  hQur,   four  soldíers   and  some  cívílians   returned
with   a   two   wheeled   cart.       Ijoading   me    in   thís   and   pulled   by    the
civílians  we  entered  the  town.     We  stopped  at  a  large  building  that
1  would  take  to  be  the  Cit¥   Hall   but   it  was  now  the  German   soldiers
quarters.   I   was  getting  so.me  feeling  back  in  m¥  arms   and  legs,   and
m¥  head  had  quit   spinning.   I   could   sít   up  now   so   they   set   me   in  a
chaír   and  gave  me   some  barley   soup   an_d  bread.     A  Sergeant   came   in
that  could  speak  a  little  English,   he  had  learned  it  while  a   POW  in
England  during  World  War  1.     His   favorite  expression  to  me  was   "For
you  der  var   ist   ofer".      I   would  hear   this   quite   c>ften   during   the
next   two   years.

The   Wermacht   soldíers   were   very   different    from   the   SS.    They
were  made  up  of   draftees   like   our  Army,   whíle  the   SS  came   from  the
¥oung   fanatics   who  were.   raised   ín   the   liitler   Yugen   camps    [Hítler
Youth].        Ihey    entered    this    service   when    about    school    age    and
graduated  at   eighteen  years   old.      They  were   taught   only   the   Nazi
Doctríne,   and  were  ver¥  vícious.      They  were  completel¥  devoted   to
Hitler  and  his  Mein  Kampf .     I,ater   they  were   ccmsidered  soldiers   atVery    f ew    were`=, lT \ --,-       1  _`-__  -         _  --_-

captured  as   they  had  bee-n  schooled   tc>  f ight   to  the  death.     Not   all
German   ¥ouths   were   forced   into   this   program.      Only   the   f íttest,

twelve   years    old   aand   put   on    the    front    lines

I   seen  many  of   these   camps
or   schools    throughout-the   countíy+       T.ne   bo¥s   wore   uníforms    an
marched   in    formation   wherever   the¥   went,    carr¥íng   spades   rathe
than    rif les.        Even    the    sentries    c:arried    these    shiníng    squar

mentally  and  physically  were  acc;epted.

Dointed   shovels.    There   was   something   significant   aboüt   thëm,   But
l've   fc>rgotten   what   ít   was.

Äfter   eating   1   was   given   some   pain  pílls   and  a   cigarette   an-,,
1ocked   in   a   small   closet   wíth   a   th-in  pad   and   a   blanket.       I   fell

í >-\,  \-.1-        -`-Í`  --_-=Z        _       -_  __ __          -

asieep   aimost    ímmediateiy,    but   was   awäkened   severai   t..imes   by   th
sounds   c5f   ant~aircraft   f íre.      Guess   they  were   shootíng  at   Englís
bombers   as   they  went   about   their  work.__---iäe  next  mc_,rning  1  awoke  very  Sore  and  Stiff .     I  was  given   Som

more   pills   that   helped   the   pain,    but   made   me   dízzy.       I   remembe
thinking  they  were  probably  some  kind  of  dope  pills   that  would  mak
me   talk.       Aftei-a   breakfa§t.   of   hot   mush   and   black   bread,    I   wa
moved  to  an  off ice  and   se.t   in  a  chair.     A  few  mínij.tes   later  1   hear•'Heil   Hitler",   being  shouted  all   over  the  place.     A  tall   SS  0ffice
bürst   into   thè  room:     The   soldiers  With  me   leaped   to  attent-íon,
I   thought   they  expected  me   to   stand  up  at   ieast.      I   díd  manage
stand  b¥  holding  to  the  chair,   but   thís  wasn't  good  enough.     C)ne
the   c!th:er    SS    w-ith    the    off icer    slapped    me   a    few    times,     sayin1

Äf-ï,-er   the  Heil   Hitlers   stoppedJ-L`-L\  ~-+.+LL=±   ,----- _   ---_-_=,          ,            z`   _   _

the  Werm.ac:ht   Off icer   t.ciid   them  my   back  was   hurt   so   the¥  allGwed
"A€=htung,    Ächtung",     EÄt.t.entíon]

to    sít    €lown    again.        This    8S    Oberst     EColonel3,     spc>ke    excellen
Eiig'lis+i    and    started    a.sking-me    questions.        To    w-hat    GrQup    did
belcjng?,   When   and   where   was    1    s-fiot.   down?,    What   did   1   dQ   with   m-       __  _L  _  __  L  __'  `--`   _'_-=    -     ,                  -__   _  ____

f light  clothes?í   where  did  1  gët   the  c!ivilian  cciat?,   etc.   I   starte
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repeating  my  name   rank  and  serial   number  which  slightly   infuriated
him.      He   said   if   1   dídn't   answer   hís   questions   he   would   have   me
shot   as   he  had  done   yesterday   to   some  Ämerican   Flyers.   He   started
with   a   long   list   Qf   names,    presumably   those   captured   in   the   last
three   daysí   and   1   was    to   tell   him   wrien   he   came   to   a   member   of   my
crew.         I    didn't     tell    him,     but    he    had    Hc>rr,p     Roberts,     Chapinr
Hodston,    Clark,    Jones   and   Mandel    whc]   was    f lying   in   Orin's    place
that   day,   so   1   knew   they  had  all   been   captured.

I   found   out   later   that   twenty   bombers   went   down   that   day,    so
that   wc}uld  mean   there  were   two  hundred   airmen   to   be   accounted   for
by   the  Germans.     After   cursing  and   threatening,   he   said   it   didn't
matter   anyway    if    1    wouldn't    talk,    he    already   knew   what    crew    1
belonged   to   and  named   them   all   c>ff    including  Griffith   and   Henry.
Evidently  someone  had  talked  or  the  spies   in  England  had  given  them
the   info+   After   this   ínterrogation,    I   was   loaded   into   a   car   and
drj.`ven   to  a   small   prísc>n  camp  several   miles   away.     I   saw  some  cif   my
crew   in    the   yard   as    we   drove   to   the   Headquart.ers   buílding   but
didn't   have   a   c;hance   to   talk   to   an¥body.      On   the  wall   was   a  board
with   names    gröuped    in    tens.    My    crew   was    there   all    intact    with
Griffith  and  Henry  marked  dead.     So  now  this  crew  was  all  accounted
for.     A  Docter  examined  me   and  töld  me  that  my  back  might   be  brc)ken
and   that   1   would  be   sent   to   a  hospital   in   Rotterdam   the   following
day.     I  was   then   locked  in   a  roc)m  with  only  a  bed  in   it  and  told   to
stay   in   bed.       I    didn't   need   much   urging   as    1   was   becomíng   very
tired.     Gues§  I  was  unwinding  fröm  the  anxiety  1  had  been   under  the
past   three  days.     Things   looked  very  bleak   about  now.     Maybe   after
my   back   was   well    1   could   escape   and   still    get   back   home.       I   was
awakened   tcï   eat   some   bread  and   soup,   then   back   to   sleep  again+

The   next   morníng   1   was   rolled   onto   a   stretc:her   and   wíth    two
soldiers   carrying   me   and   an   Unter-Off ícier    leading   wë    lef t    the
stí]ckade.       I    never   had   a   chance   to    talk    to   anyone   while   1   was
there.        We    walked    and    rested    for    abciut     two    hc]-urs,    wíth    many
civilians  staring  as  we  went  by.     ThQse  out  of   sight  of   the   Germans
would  smile   at  me   and  hcild   up  their   hands     with   two  fingers   spread
tc>   form   the   "V"   for   Victory   sign.      I   knew   that   1   was   on   the   ríght
side   of   the   war.       We   finally   came   to   a   large   body   of   water   and
boarded  a  ferry-bQat-.     The  Unter-Officier  ran  all   the  civilians  out
of   the   deck   hc)use   and   we  mc]ved   in+      The   Dutc'n   people   were   staring
through  the  windows  at  ug  which  annoyed  my  captors,   so  they  ordered
them   to   turn   around+      All    but   one    teen-age   girl   did   so   but    she
stayed  there   looking.     C)ne   of   the   Germans  ran   c>utside  and   grabbing
her   shirt.   slapped  her   several   times  very  hard+      She   turned  around
cryíng   and   he   came   back    in.side.      They   all   had   a   big   laugh   over
this .

After   reaching   th§   other   sider   we    started   walking   again.    We
were  nc)w   in  a   large  city   1   took  to   be  Rotterdam.     The   streets   were
crowded  with  people   and  many   horse  drawn  wagons,   also   a  few  German
Army   trucks   and   cars.      We  passed  a   large   buiiding  with   camouf iage
riets  running  out  over   the  street.     Throug-h   the  windows   1  couid   see
many  German   uniforms   and   civilian§   wilrkíng   over   drafting   tables.
The.  ï:j\,iilLiing  cQvered  an   entire   block   and  was   four   or   five   stories
hj.gh.      Mariy   German   cars   and   trucks   were   parked   around   it    in   the



streËt.     We  had.  walked  a  few  blocks  past   this  buildirig  wrien  the   ai
raid   sirens   startëd   blowing.      People   and   horses   were   runníng.,   bu
still   we   walked.       E;oon   we-could   hear   the   planes   and   1   could   s
the¥   were   Ë-26'E!,    a   two   engine   medium   bomber.       They   were    flyi
ver¥   lcHw  and  soon  the  boïi.ib`s   started  bursting  behind  us,   each  strin
getting  progressingly   nearer.     At   this   time  my  esc:ort   broke   into
rm  and  croE;sed  the  gtreet  toward  some  large  bunkers   that  were  air
raid    shelt.erËs.    PËople   were    running    ín   all    dírections    and    ther
Beemed   to   be  mass   áonfusíon   and   terror.      I   was   dropped  or   dump
out    of    the   stretcher   and    looking    around   1    could   see   no    Germ
soldiers.     The  bombs  were  drc>pping-almost  upon  us  by  now.,   and  ther
was   many   pe`ople  .Qn    the   ground   with   me.       I    started   crawling   an
reached  a  ditch  full   of   human  bodies.     Now   is   the   tíme   to  escape
thoug-ht,   so  1   started  craiÁJling   over  and   under  people.     Anythíng  t1           ,       _             ____  _  --

Èiom  where   the   Germa--ns   dropped  me.      I   contínued   to   craw\S `_,  -      _`''_1       _ _  ___-

even   after   the  -b-ombs   stc;pped.       Feeling   very   successful   about
esc:ape,   I   rai.sed  my  heaii   for   a   iook  around  and   looked  directly-,,.,

get   away

-`..,T-`--`r  _  ,        -       _   ---_  __    _   __            -

the  barrel   of  a   grease~gun   in   the  hands   of   the   L'nter-Off ic;iër.     H
kicked   me    around   until-'   the    stretcher    bearers   arrived   with    th
stretcher   and   we   continued   on   our   journey.       The    large   buildin
behínd    us    was    evidently    the    target    as     it    was    demolíshed    an
burning.      The   I)utch   cíví-lians   still   held   up   their   "V"   for  Victo
signs   to   nie   everi   thoug-n   onl¥  moments   before  Ämerícans   had   bc}mb_    _,   __        LL  _•=  .`  ==`-_         -_       -'``--        _   _    --__

their  city.     The¥  knew  t.his  wTas  necessary    for  them  to  regain   thei
freëdom   fFom   the   -nated   Germans,    so   held   no    ill    feelíngs    towar
the.'Americ:a`n   Luftg-angsters.',    as    the   Germans   called   us.       This    i
English  meant   "Air   Gang§ters"__-='_ï*é__arríved  at   a   hospital    later   that   afternoon.      I   was   X-ray

by  a  Dutc;h  doctQi-and  a  body  cast  was  n-tolded  around  rne   that  reach_          -              .                     -                     1                 1        __    _   ____   Jpounds
They   said   l  must  wear   this   for   a  year   without   taking   it   off
--\-`+,1     Ll\l        `-_  -`_       -_       --_*       __    _  J-

esc;ape   for   a   ¥ear,   maybe    the   war   will   be   c]ver   by   then.

_  1       _     _  _-_  _  __      __  _

frGm  my   neck   ti3  my  hips   and-fe.lt   like   it   weighed  a   hundred
Iwa

placed  in  a  ward  wíth  aÈout   twenty  other  bed  patíents,   all  Americ
\-,=.+  `-`-`=+   _         _   _  _           __          +     _   _            .

_   L      i_  _   £  _   _-      L

and  Britísh+      Some  were   ín   terríb-1e   conditíon,   tïie  w-orst  being   th
È,  *`-`-r  <-+ -----     ``  -__  -_     ``  _    _

burn  victíms.      Two   died   that   first   night.      One   ú"erícan  had   los
E}cith   legs   jüst   abov-e   the   knees.      He   was   a   BGmbardier   a_nd   had   gon
out   the  nose  hatch  with  the  bc}mb-bay  doors  Qpen.     He  had   struck   on
dc!or   sideways    and   neatly   slíced   off   both    legs.       The   below   zei.I                  1,     1        ,

the  biQod   1   guess,   scj  he   didn'
blËed   to   death.       I   saw   this    same   fellow   ir.   the   maín   cam-p   a    f
+  --+1l±=`-L  1-1,  ±-.\-\.,      ®~\  -        -_  _    ---__  __  _

cGuld   get   out   o

t_ËÈmperature  &t   altitude  had   frozen

week.s  lat£ï-,   before  he  wag  repatriat.ed  and  ,gaid  he  would  rather  di
t.n.an   go   home+      The   next   morníng   a   few   of   us   that*lL<^++       *=+-       ,+\-*,,-_               '_--_       -_  _  __

bed  were  wandering  aroünd   the  úard  and   1   walked   to   ari   open  wind
and   loctked   oLit,      twtË   were   cm    the   third    flc*3r   and   could   se§   Germ
sentries   statíc*ied-aro]`md   the   buílding.       SGmebc)d¥   else    joíned
arK].   we   stQQd   theï`e    .loc)king   out   and   visiting.       One   of    the   guar
belcNw   stairted   hollëríng   at   us   and   f lapping   'his   arms   wildly.
1aiüL]-hËd.   and   l   yelled    "S-hizenkc]ff",    not   know-ing   just   'w-hat    it   mean
but  havíng  a  goc`d   ídea.     At   this  he  un-slung  his   ríf le  and   f íred__         1_    _   _Z`--\,`   `-         .'`-_`    F     ---`-?           --_           _=}    _      _

shot   -Éïät   us.     The  b`illet.   E;trurjk   the  wall   besidÉ3   the  other   gu¥'s   hea
and   'we   ducked.    back.       There    was   a    lc2t    of    shc3uting    g-oing   t-jn    do
belf3w,   sf3   I  guessed   =   shouldn't   have  said   that.      It   sure   seemed   t
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have   offended   him.      It   meant   just   what   1   thought   "shithead".        We
heard  a  lot  of   trampling  in  the  hall   so  everybody  got  back   int.o  bed
before  the  door  burst  open   and  about   a  dozen   soldiers  came   running
in.       Seeing    that   we   were   all    in   bed,    the   one   that    had   been    so
grossly    offended    started    looking    us    over    carefully.        He    kept
lcioking   at   me   and   three   or   four   others   but   couldn't   make   up   his
mind.     After  about   ten  minutes  he  fínally  gave  up  and  they  all   left
after  closing  the  black-out   shutters.     This   little  episode   didn't
make  rne  overly  popular  with  my   room-mates.      I  began   to  realize  how
seríous  some  people  tc>ok   this  war,   and  how  brutal   the  German§  could
be+        l'm   sure    if    1   would    have   been    identíf ied,     in   a   very    few
minutes  1  would  have  been  shot  Qr   at   the   least  beat   to  a  puip,   j'üst
for   trying  to  be   smart   aleck.

The   following  mQrning   those   of   us   that   could  walk   were   driven
to  a   train   station.      We   traveled  by   train   to   Dulag  at   Frankfurt,
t.he   riiain    interrc>gation   prisc>n    in   Germany.       We   were   all    loc;ked    in
solitary  cells   and  awaited  Öur  turn.     Our   S-2  had  briefed  us   about
this  place,   and  said   that   the   less  we   told  the   Germans,   the   sÜc)ner
we  would   leave   here   for   a  permanent   prison.      C)n   our   way   from   the
train   station   tD   the   prisQn,   we   passed   a   large   compound    full   of
pregnant   woman.       This   was   one   of    the   Nazí    Party   baby   fac:tc>ries.
True  German   femalës   were  mated  with  some   of   the   elite  SS   Troopers.,
and   were   breeding   the   "5uper   Race".       Too   bad   the   war   had   to   end
thís   noble   experiment.

While   on   the   train   we   knew   when   we   entered   Germany.      At   each
static>n   along    the   way    the    train    would   stöp.       Our   guards    wouid
surround  the  car  we  were   in,   not   to  keep  us   in,   but  to  keep  the  mob
out.       There   were   man¥   ropes    ín   evidence   and   lím   sure   they   were
eager   to  use  theïï\.     Quite  a  contrast   from  the   "V"   for   Victc>ry  sígns
of   the   Dutch  people.

Here     ín    Dulag    the    f ir'st    morning.,     I    was    served    breakfast
consisting  of  ersatz  foods.   Ersatz meaning  substitute  or   imitation.
The   cc}ffee  was  made   of   barley,   the   bread   from   sawdust   and   the   jam
was   something   dyed   retiÄ   and   sweët.

Following  breakfa.st  a  small   dapper   looking  civilian  entered  my
cell,   introducing  himself  as   from  Switzerland  and  representing   the
lnternational   Red  Crcjss+     He  said  he  must  ask  me  a  few  questions   so
he  could  notify  my  fam.il.y  that   1   was   stíll   aiive  and  okay.     Back   in
England  we   had   been   briefed   on  what   would   happen   if   shQt   dQwn   and
captured.      They  had   the  prücedure  of   this   c:amp   down   exactly   as   it
happened.      There  were   a   few   English  permanent   personnel   here,   and
actually  were  defec;tors   ïwTfjrking  f£!r   the  Germans.     We   had  been   told
of   them   and   alsci   this    little   weasel   wíth   his   few   questions.       To
every  question   he  asked,    I   replied   with  my   name,    rank  and   serial
number+   Accc}rdiïicj   tQ   the   Geneva   Cc>nventiQn   that   was   draw  up   after
Wcirld  War   1   regarding   the   care   and   treatment   Gf   prisoners   of   war,
agreed   tLi   and   signed   by  all   Eurcipean  and   U.S.   {3ountries.      This   wag
ail    that   1   was   require5i   to    tell    them.       Af ter   a   while   he   became
angrv  and   threw  the   pencil   and   form  at   rne  saying   that   1  coüld   iüok
it   over   and   answer   what   cÏ:uestions   that   1   wanted   t®,    and  he   would
pick    ít    up    later.,     as    he    was    too    busy    tc>    argue    with    a    stupid
Lüftgangster.    His    frjrm    grjngisted   of    about    six    long    page§.     and
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covered  my  entire   life  from  birth  to  the  present.     He  had  fílled   ín
the  name,   rank  and   serial   number,   so   1   just   layed  aside.

My   lunch   was   a   soup   of   de~hydrated   vegetables   with   bugs   and
worms    f loating   on    t-op   whích   1   promptly   poured   down   the   drain.    I
almGst   iost   my  breakfa§t   just   thinking  of   eating   it.

My   little   Swiss   fríend  returned   that   afternoGn,   but   this   time
dressed.   ín.   a   German   uniform.       Seeing   that   1   hadn't   answered   ariy
questions   he   tore   the   form   up   and   saíd   that   my   famíl-_v   would   not
know  that   1  was  alive  and  well.     Pointing  at  a  series  of  numbers   on
my  bianket,   he  asked  if   that  was   the  same  number  1  had   in  Sing   Sing
Prísc)n    before    l    was     freed    to    bomb    and    kill    German    women    and
children.     Thís  was   so  ridículous   that   1   had  to   laugh   in  his   faGe.
He   t.nen.   started   shoutíng   iri   German   and   sla_pped   me   saying   that    I
wauld   sta.y   there   until   1   wouid   cQ-Qperate.

Supper   was   servedf    two   boiled   pQtatoes    and   some   barley   soup
triat   tasted   good   and   scme   more   ersatz   coffee.    I   was    still   very
hungry  even   after  all   of  my   supper  so  amused  myself   by  thinking  of
what   1   would   eat   when   1   got   hc>me+      Ihis   pastíme   would   be   used   on
numerous   occasions   before   1   would   get   home.

Äbout   2  o'cloGk   ín  the  morning  1   was  awakened   and  hustled   into
another   building,    and    taken   to   an   off ice   heavil¥-decorated   with
Hítler   picturesf    swastikas    and   c>ther   Nazi    junk.    I    was    stood    in
£ront  of   an  SS  Off icer  seated  at   a  desk.     He   started  by   telling  me
that   because   l   was   so   un-cc2operative  he  míg.ht   have   to   shoot  me  as
a  spy.     I   was  captured  out  of   uniform,  wearing  a  civilían   coat   and
no   identif ícatíon   papers.       I   remíndeí±   hím   of   my   dog-tags   but   he
said   they  were   easily   faked.      Now   if   1   would   tell   him  where   1   had
landed,   what   1   had   dcme  wíth   my   f líght   clothes,   and   who  were   the
pe[3ple  who   had   helped   me,   he   would  verífy   that   l   was   an   American
flyer   and   1   would   be   free   to   go   to  a   prísonër   of   war   camp.      1'11
admit   that   he  had  me  thinking  and  his   threat  did   kínd  af   s'r.ake  me.
Instead  of   frightening  me   though,   I   guess   i.t   made  me   angr¥.     Angry
at   mygelf `fc}r   being   so   stupid   for   getting   captured   and   angry   at
fate  for  hurtíng  my  back.     I   de€ided  to  call  his  bluff  and  see  what
would    happen.        The   wa¥    I    was    feelíng    l    would    almost    welcome   a
bullet   to   put   me   out   c}f   m¥   misery.      I   starte.d   to   repeat   m¥   name,
etc. ,   but   he  leaped   tc)  his   feet  and  whacked  me   alongside  the  head,
knoc:king  me   down.      I   was   ver¥   c:lumsy   in   my   cast   so   couldn't    take
an¥   defensive   ac;tion.       He   kícked   rne   once   but   realizíng   that   he
lcH~jked  si].l¥   kícking  the   cast,   he   settled  for   a  punch   in  the   face,
and   st.c}rmed   out   cif   the   Qff icea      Two   soldiers   jerked   rrie   to  my   feet
a_n{j.   dragged   me   back   to   my   cell.

Äbc!ut  day   líght   they   came  fQr  me  again.     This   is   it   1   thought,
shot  at   dawn.     Äg  we   left   the  buildíng   1  seen   a  group   Qf   prísoners
iri   line   and   tcilcl   tQ   join   them.      I   asked  what   was   going  on   and  was
tc)li±  that  we  would  be  issued  a   loaf  Qf  bread  fc)r  the  trip  to   8talag
Li.ift    111.        I    sc!o.n    Ë5potted    Bill    Roberts    and   Earl    Horr.       Quíckly
joíning  them  1  found  out   about   the   rest  of   the  crew.      Joïies  was   ín-     -_  £ £\_,  _  `-_  _'-=       ---_---      _      _   _    __    _     _

a  höspital    in  Holland,   pï-obably   t-ne   same  one   1  had   been   in,     Grif£
and   Pat   Henry  were   de-ad-and   th-e   cither   four   gunners   haa.   1ef t   fQr
POW  camp   yesterday.      The¥  had   been  here   fcjr   three   da¥s   and   unde
went,  about   the  sam-e   ínter-rogatit_:3n   ordeal   that   Ï  had.   They  were   all


